
Empty Pot Activities 

Synopsis: 

The Empty Pot by Demi is the story of an Emperor in China who needed to select a successor to his throne. 

Since he loved flowers, he decided to call the children in the kingdom together and give each a seed. After one 

year the children were to return with their plant and the new Emperor would be chosen. The child Ping tries 

many methods to grow his seed but nothing happens so his father tells him to take the empty pot since he had 

done his best. When the Emperor sees the empty pot he selects Ping as the successor since all of the seeds were 

boiled and none should have grown. Ping was the only child honest enough to return with an empty pot. 

 

Reader’s Workshop 

Introduce the book by looking at the cover.  

* Tell me what you see. Notice that Ping's pot is empty.  

* Turn to the page in the book that shows Ping surrounded by pots filled with flowers. How do you think Ping is 

feeling?  

* Let's read the story to learn why his pot is empty.  

Teaching and Learning Activities:  

* Read the book.  

* Discuss the problem and solution. The students will list story events on chart paper with help from the 

teacher. If children need prompting, encourage them to use the pictures as they retell the story. Questions to 

help guide the children might be:  

- What happens to Ping in the story?  

- What happened first? Next? What happened at the end of the story?  

- What could we learn from this story?  

- What words do you think Ping would use to describe his feelings at the end of the story?  

Record the children's responses on the chart, noting each event and Ping's feelings as the story progresses. Point 

out to the children the usefulness of the chart to help them analyze and understand the story.  

Writing Workshop 

* Children can respond to the text by selecting any of the following writing activities, or they can provide their 

own writing project based on the book.  

- Write what you learned from the story in your literature response journal.  

- Imagine that you and a friend are television news reporters interviewing Ping about what happened in the 

story. What questions will you ask? What details will Ping share? 

Fill in the Blank 

Word Bank:  

 

 

A long time ago in China, there was a boy named Ping who loved flowers. Anything he planted burst into 

_________. Up came flowers, bushes, and even big fruit trees, as if by ___ ___________. Everyone in the 

_________loved flowers too. They_________ them everywhere, and the air smelled like __________. The 

Emperor loved birds and animals, but flowers most of all, and he tended his own garden every day. But the 

_________ was very old. He needed to choose a _________ to the throne.  

successor    emperor      bloom      planted     magic      kingdom       perfume  



* Music: Chinese art forms (like music) are rooted in ancient traditions. Introduce the students to classical 

Chinese music by having them listen to recordings such as "The Hugo Masters: An Anthology of Chinese 

Classical Music" (1992). Discuss the art of the music. What emotions do you feel as you listen to each piece?  

* Art: Show the painting The New Moon Shines on the Nine Provinces, by Li Keran. Discuss the work of art. 

What emotions did you feel as you viewed the painting? What story does the painting tell? Compare and 

contrast the Keran painting with Demi's illustrations in The Empty Pot. What character in the painting or the 

book do you identify with? What story does this painting tell?  

* Social Studies & Technology: The Empty Pot is set in the distant past. Invite students to investigate 

through the World Wide Web how the modern Chinese family lives. Have small groups research such topics as: 

housing, food, education, clothing, jobs, recreation 

Check out this link for a great computer review game!! 
http://www.quia.com/rr/210997.html 

 

*Science connection: Students will plant flower seeds inside the school. Discuss what is needed for a seed 

to grow, where will we put the containers and estimate how long they think it will take to germinate (explain the 

word germinate). 

o Chart the day that the seeds start to grow. 

o Measure the new plants and chart the size. 

o Transplant outside on school grounds.  
 

Extended Activities 

Are You the One?  

1. Prepare one small piece of paper for each child in your classroom.  

2. On only one sheet of paper, place a big dot.  

3. Fold the papers so that the dot is not visible.  

4. Distribute one, folded, to each child in your class.  

5. Tell the children that one piece of paper is marked and that the person who received the marked piece 

will have to carry out some unpleasant task for you.  

6. Ask the person who received the marked paper to raise his or her hand.  

7. Instead of an unpleasant task, reward that person with a sticker or other small prize.  

8. Talk, as a class, about whether that person hesitated to raise his or her hand. How did the other class 

members feel?  

Shining Examples  

1. Hold a class discussion about famous people who have demonstrated that honesty is the best policy.  

2. Share stories about presidents such as George Washington, who could not tell a lie and therefore 

confessed that he had cut down a prized cherry tree. Or, Abraham Lincoln said to have walked miles 

back to a store to return incorrect change from a purchase.  

3. Ask students to think of examples from their own lives in which honesty has proven the best policy.  

4. Have them draw pictures of their own experience.  

5. One by one, discuss each student's artwork. Talk about how they felt and how others reacted to their 

honesty.  

6. Post their artwork on a classroom bulletin board. 


